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REGIONAL ROUND TABLE

VENICE, APRIL 14TH 2011

The Regional Round Table has been en excellent opportunity to share the work our MAG has done in these months with a wider number of stakeholders and the Veneto Region MA. Winnet8 has been presented, together with the policy recommendations produced by the MAG. The most remarkable points has resulted to be cultural change, balancing work and family times, gender violence and the role of media. A number of interesting proposals sprang up: from the adoption of a “gender equality label” for businesses to the opportunity to provide the regional media coordinating institution with specific criteria to evaluate media gender respecting behaviour; from the inclusion of a specific gender issue axis in the social planning instruments to the collection and diffusion of local best practices from territorial actors; from specific training activities on gender issues for businesses, academia, decision makers to the need to carry on the MAG activity after the project’s conclusion.

Several Local Authorities and gender sensitive associations has joined in the afternoon. The purpose of the meeting being - besides presenting Winnet8 and its recommendations, and a statistic profile of women condition in Italy – to launch the “Gender organizations network”, that the Provincial Commission for Gender Equality will coordinate from now on. The participants agree with the need to work as a network if we want to promote a new gender culture at all levels, especially in difficult economic times. This has also been the opportunity for each actor to testify its own experiences and good practices and share them with others. Following, the reading of “Libere”, a piece about women by the Italian director Cristina Comencini.

THE EUROPEAN “WINNET8” PROJECT IN MESTRE. President Francesca Zaccariotto:

“Fifteen recommendations to support women, families and the whole society.”

Fifteen policy recommendations for gender equality has been presented with a Regional Round Table in Mestre, as part of the results of “Winnet8”: a project including the Province of Venice as a partner together with Sweden, Poland, Finland, UK, Portugal, Bulgaria and Greece. “Winnet8” aims to suggest to the Veneto Region concrete measures to improving women’s participation in the labour market, tackling women occupational segregation, overcome the lack of women in ICT, innovation and entrepreneurship. “Equal opportunities means to the right for everyone, males and females, to pursue and realize their objectives”, says President Francesca Zaccariotto. “Institutions are responsible to help spreading this culture: the Province of Venice believe and sustain projects as “Winnet8.” Let’s just think of how important is the adoption of policies to support occupied women, and balancing work and family times. It’s consequently evident that an appropriate gender equality strategy benefits not only women, but also families and ultimately the whole society.”
